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FLORIDA'S SHIFTING GEOGRAPHY AND
EARLIEST HUMAN INHABITANTS
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THE CALUSA KINGDOM:
AN INDIGENOUS POWERHOUSE CENTERED ON A
MARINE ENVIRONMENT

FLORIDA

Extent of

Pineland o Calusa influence

@
Mound Key  Approximate area
Key Marco ® of Calusa territory

O 50 100 miles




@ Florida Mussum of NABRES

Artist's conception of town chief at the Calusa town of Artist's conception of scene at the Pine Island
Tampa (present day Pineland) Canal, which reached 2.5 miles across Pine Island,
(Art by Merald Clark.) from Pine Island Sound to Matlacha Pass (Art by

Merald Clark.)




THE SPANISH “DISCOVERY” OF FLORIDA AND
GULF COAST EXPLORATION
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THE RISE OF SPANISH FISHERIES IN CHARLOTTE HARBOR

;" > il ] & e Q}\
19th century photograph of a typical example of the
ranchos where Spanish fishermen lived when they were
mullet fishing in Southwest Florida.

Courtesy, Cortez Village Historical Society
(Manatee County)
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BRITISH SURVEYS OF FLORIDA AND THE SPANISH FISHERIES
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SPANISH FLORIDA BECOMES A U.S. TERRITORY
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Top: 1823 map compiled and drawn by
Charles Blacker Vignoles, 156, HACKILEY FEs

a civil and topographic engineer EA ST' P1.CRIDA

Right: 1823 map of the lands belonging to R.S.
Hackley in East Florida




CONFLICT COMES TO CHARLOTTE HARBOR
AND THE PEACE RIVER VALLEY
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1832 Draft of an Act for the Protection of the Fisheries on the
Coasts of Florida and a Report of the Committee on the State of
the Territory Concerning Fisheries, circa 1833
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The Seminole Wars

First Seminole War, 1816-1818
—— Jackson’s Ine of march
© Miktary fort
Second Seminole War, 1835-1842
[} Army cobumn
M Battie site
®  Mitary fort
Third Seminole War, 1855-1858
" Mitary fort
e Semincle resecrvation boundary, 1827
------ Extent of reservation south of this Ine is uncertain since
the legal d:‘umbon of 1523 was Dased on incomplete
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Proposed Survey of South Florida, 1855
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“THE GALLANT LITTLE STATE OF FLORIDA WILL
FOLLOW YOUR LEAD”
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MILITARY ACTION IN AND AROUND CHARLOTTE HARBOR

El.Jobean Charlotte
Harbor
Cattle Dock : 3
S Point Road Q 'Cattle Dock Point @ —
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thelr boats, with one seaman Injured.

The Myakka skirmish led Unlon commanders to beeve thut hoasandy
of requlars would be needed to capture and hold maialasd Chardsete
Harbor. So, the ares cattle continved to be drives north to feed the

Confederate
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FUBLISHED UNDEI THE DIRECTION 0F
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POSTWAR CHANGES AND DEVELOPMENT
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“PHOSPHATE FEVER”

A makeshift tugboat, Little Steamer No.

A tugboat, dredge and phosphate I, consisting of a boiler, engine and pilot's
barges operating on the Peace deck strapped to a flat-top barge, is
River, ca. 1902 shown here towing empty phosphate

barges back up the Peace River, ca. 1902




This undated photo taken by Arcadia
photojournalist George Lane shows freight cars
filled with phosphate awaiting unloading onto
ships at South Boca Grande

Cargo ships waiting to load phosphate are seen off
the holding dock at Boca Grande
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A RESURGENT FISHING INDUSTRY

UNITED STATES COMMISSION OF FISH AND FISHERIES
SPENCER ¥. DAIRD, COMMISSIONER

THE FISHERIES

FISHERY INDUSTRIES

or ax

UNITED STATES

PREPARED TUROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE COMMISSIONER OF FISHERIES

AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE TENTI CENSUS

»y

GEORGE BROWN GOODE
ASSSTANT KECRXTARY OF THE SMITHSONIAX INSTITUTION
AXD A STAYP OF ARSOCIATES

SECTION II

A GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES INDUSTRIES
AND FISHING COMMUNITIES FOR THE YEAR 1880

WASHINGTON
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OVFIOK
1887

FISHERIES OF CHARLOTTE HARBOR.

FisHING STATIONS OF CHARLOTTE HARDOR.—In Monroe County there are no fishing stations
worthy of potice. The first four ou the coast and on the islands off Manitee County are: Caplivs,
on Captiva Island; two at the north end of Lacosta Island, near Boca Grande, carried on Ly Spad
iards, and one ot the northern end of Gasparilla Island. These tisheries are all carried on in Char

lotte Harbor, They are engaged in supplying the Coban market,and the methods of fishing, sty le of
buillings, mode of curing the fish, &ec., are much the same as at {he Sarasots DBay fAsherics
concerning which all details will be given, and from which a correct idea may be casily formed
of the arrangements and metbods followed out at the Charlotte Harbor fisheries, when no differ
ences are specially noted.

The profits of the fishing at these four slations bave been diminished both by the pu]lllt'lf
troubles in Cuba and by the glutting of the Cuban markets. The stations are all eccupied every
vear, but seldom by the same parties. The Gasparilla fishery is an exception; this one is carried
on by Beacon Brothers, and managed by Capiain Beacon. The money wade by the fishermes is
less than in former years, when both fish and roes were worth more ; yet, even with the present Joices
the men do well, if the business is properly mapaged. The trade with Cuba is now more eXtenst®
than formerly, more parties being interested in the work. It was reported that Spanlands
bad come from Cuba and fished in the bays under the Spanish flag. This was false, Sometines,
however, Cuban smacks fished off the coast, bt were quickly prohibited Ly the revenne officers

JIUUAIES IHCIUHAT B GASWMEIY @ SR BT,

CoArLoTTE HARDOR FismInG noATS.—There is a peculiarity in the Charlotte Harbor boats.
They are built 20 as to carry a large load in very shallow water., They resemble, in some
respects, the lap-streak boats of Maive. In fact they are a kind of lap-streak boat, having planks
of eedar or white pine, knees and timbers rather large and of onk, and fastened with galvan-
izedl iron. Their usnal length is 24 feet, and their width 8 feet.  In ghape they are somewhat
awkward, being full at bow and stern, flat-bottomed, stem amnd stern raking, and quarters over-
hanging. They are, however, able boats, and well adapted for the work.  Desides carrving a large
While fishing they are rowed by two or four

seine and six men, they will carry 65 tubs of mallet.
These boats are made toorder in New

men, the captain standing in the bow to guide with a pole,
York, and cost #1530, There are not over a dozen on this coast, and these are continnally ehanging

hands. Each of these four fisheries has two boats and two seines,



AN INDUSTRY TRANSFORMED: THE AGE OF ICE

ﬁﬁ "ﬂ i]:,l‘ ,' " Scs Above Ieft Unloadlng f'sh at the Punta Blanca
; -
— Ice House (near Useppa Island)

Bottom left: Kelly’s Fish Camp on Bull Bay
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FISHING AS RECREATION —THEN AND NOW




“BRIGHT FUTURE FOR CHARLOTTE HARBOR”
===z Ohe Fhunta Gorda Herald =

DIVISION BILL PASSED BY HOUSE

l.eglslatnre Carves Four New Counties Out of Old DeSoto

(CITY “DADS’ MAY
HAVE “WELCOME'

mhuu“m«—y&l-m—yk‘hm'&-hyvh-—c“hh-d
representatives passed the bvecounty dvamn bl by g o rew Oharlotte, of which Punta Corda
mm 8 the county seat: Hardee, of which Weachula is the county sent. H‘h‘.d-&&ﬁ—-h-—-’—y-ﬁ amd
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WANT TO LEARN MORE!?

Featured Events

HISTORY SERVICES

From the days of early Native Americans to living memories of Hurricanes Charley and lan,
our community is bursting with local history. Charlotte County History Services is
New Materials dedicated to preserving our rich heritage for future generations.

BN -
s MIKE
0 STy - V’"‘? N
: KNP
SIGHT .

Quick Links

[ D
= 4
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Print books
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